Backyard Biosecurity: Hovv social inedia
bridges the gap betvveen urban chicken farmers
What is Backyard Chicken
Farming?
Defined in the context of this research, urban
backyard chicken farming is the practice of keeping
a small flock of chickens in an urban or suburban
setting. The people raising the chickens use them as
pets for entertainment or for fresh eggs and meat.
As of 2018, roughly 10
million homes raise
chickens (Gibson); and this
trend continues to grow.

Research Methods
The purpose of this study is to examine how wellequipped urban chicken farmers are to care for their
chickens, where they get information from, and how
they judge that information to be credible. Specifically,
the research looks at two diseases, Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI) and Virulent Newcastle
disease, and whether these urban farmers know about
the diseases and can deal with them appropriately
based on the information they have gathered during
their time farming. Semi-structured interviews that
lasted approximately 20 - 30 minutes were conducted
from a convenience sample of famers gathered from
online posts. Participants were recruited by word-ofmouth and compensated with an Amazon gift card.

Analysis and Results

Interview Quotes

Through the interviewing process, it
became apparent that most
interviewees began raising chickens
because they knew a friend or family
member that has or had chickens. The
most common primary purpose was
for fresh eggs with pets being the
second most referenced reason.

"... first website I went to was the Chicken Chick. ..I
Googled plans for chicken runs ..."

Most of these "farmers" bought their
chickens from farm supply stores, like
Tractor Supply Company. They used
these stores as a source of information,
however many Googled their
questions, used blogs, or joined
Facebook groups for help.
More people had heard of HPAI than
Virulent Newcastle Disease, but the
majority seemed unsure of the
diseases, how to protect their chickens,
or the reasons for biosecurity and what
those measures may include.

"...you go to more than one site, and if they all say
the same thing you feel pretty good about it."
"I was inspired by my sister who has backyard
chickens as well...she told me it was pretty easy,
which now I don't agree with."
"I belong to a lot of different chicken groups on
Facebook''

Conclusion
Based on our research, some of our preliminary
conclusions are that urban chicken farmers are:
• Using Facebook groups to connect with other
urban chicken farmers and search for
information;
• Using blogs, like Chicken Chick, for more
credible information to the user on chicken
farming;
• Many urban chicken farmers do not understand
what biosecurity measures are; and
• Many did not understand what and how
contagious HPAI and Virulent Newcastle
disease are.
Thus, if official organizations want to spread accurate
information about chicken care and biosecurity, they
must make sure the information is available on these
sites.
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